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SUBJECT: COPYRIGHT - BOOK PIRACY OF JONATHAN LIVINGSTON 
SEAGULL 

1. WE HAVE BEEN INFORMED BY LAW FIRM REPRESENTING U.S. 
PUBLISHER OF "JONATHAN LIVINGSTON SEAGULL" THAT THIS BOOK 
HAS BEEN TRANSLATED INTO FARSI LANGUAGE AND REPRODUCED 
BY ETELAAT NEWSPAPER GROUP OF TEHRAN WITHOUT PERMISSION OF 
U.S. AUTHOR OR PUBLISHER. SOURCE INDICATED UNDERSTANDING 
THAT ETELAAT NEWSPAPER GROUP HEADED BY VICE-CHAIRMAN OF 
IRAN SENATE. 

2. EMBASSY FYI: TRANSLATION INTO FARSI LANGUAGE BY MISS 
SOODABEH PARTAY. FOLLOWING NOTATION APPEARS INSIDE BACK 
COVER: QUOTE - THIS BOOK, UNDER NUMBER 1320 DATED 52 9 10, 

WAS REGISTERED AT THE NATIONAL LIBRARY - PRICE 60 RIALS. 
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UNQUOTE. U.S. AUTHOR IS RICHARD BACH. END FYI. 
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3. WE UNDERSTAND IRAN SENATE PASSED NEW COPYRIGHT BILL ON 
DECEMBER 17, 1973 WHICH STILL REQUIRES APPROVAL BY PARLIA 
MENT AND SHAH. 

4. DEPARTMENT NOTES THAT IRAN IS NOT A MEMBER OF UNIVERSAL 
COPYRIGHT CONVENTION OF 1952 OR BERNE CONVENTION. U.S. 
LITERARY, SCIENTIFIC AND ARTISTIC WORKS, INCLUDING RIGHTS 
OF U.S. AUTHORS AND PUBLISHERS, APPEAR NOT TO BE PROTECTED 

IN IRAN TO EXTENT SUCH WORKS NOT COVERED UNDER DOMESTIC 
COPYRIGHT LAW. UNESCO PUBLICATION, COPYRIGHT LAWS AND 
TREATIES OF THE WORLD LISTING OF IRANIAN COPYRIGHT LAW, 

MAKES NO SPECIFIC LIMITATION CONCERNING PROTECTION OF 
WORKS OF FOREIGN NATIONALS. 

5. ACTION REQUESTED: (A) DEPARTMENT INTERESTED IN 
LEARNING WHETHER SERIOUS IMPEDIMENTS EXIST UNDER IRANIAN 
LAW OR OTHERWISE TO PREVENT U.S. COPYRIGHT OWNER FROM 
BRINGING APPROPRIATE LEGAL ACTION IN IRAN TO PROTECT 
INTEREST. (B) UNLESS EMBASSY PERCEIVES SERIOUS 
OBJECTION, DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY BRINGING 
TO ATTENTION OF APPROPRIATE GOI OFFICIAL USG CONCERN 
ABOUT SUCH PIRACY. (C) COPY OF NEW COPYRIGHT BILL BE 
FORWARDED DEPARTMENT VIA AIR POUCH. (D) EMBASSY RECOM- 
MENDATIONS FOR POSSIBLE FURTHER ACTION IF ANY BY USG IN 
THIS MATTER AND OTHER BOOK PIRACY. (E) BECAUSE OF 
CONCERN OF U.S. PUBLISHERS ABOUT BOOK PIRACY OF U.S. WORKS 
IN IRAN, DEPARTMENT WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE CONTINUING 
REPORTS ON ANY NEW BOOK PIRACY DEVELOPMENTS OR PIRACY OF 
OTHER COPYRIGHTED WORKS (E.G. SOUND RECORDINGS). AS 
EMBASSY KNOWS, THERE REPORTEDLY HAS BEEN WIDESPREAD 
RECORD PIRACY (I.E. SOUND RECORDINGS) OF COPYRIGHTED 
WORKS IN THE PAST. EMBASSY FYI: INTERNATIONAL FEDERATION 
OF THE PHONOGRAPHIC INDUSTRY (IFPI) REPORT DATED AUGUST 
1970 STATED AT LEAST NINE FACTORIES IN TEHRAN EQUIPPED 
WITH THE MOST MODERN AND EFFICIENT TYPES OF RECORD PRESSES 
(ESTIMATED AT LEAST ONE HUNDRED NEW RECORD PRESSES IN 
ACTIVE USE) HAVE A DAILY PRODUCTION CAPACITY OF BETWEEN 
EIGHTY THOUSAND AND ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND RECORDS. SIXTY 
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TO EIGHTY PERCENT OF THIS UNAUTHORISED PRODUCTION IS 
EXPORTED. DOMESTIC PRICES AND QUALITY ARE REPORTED TO BE 
EXTREMELY LOW. RECORDS COPIED INCLUDE WORKS OF MAJOR 
PRODUCING COUNTRIES WORLD WIDE. END FYI. DEPARTMENT 
WOULD ESPECIALLY APPRECIATE TELEGRAPHIC STATUS REPORT 
ON THIS PROBLEM. (F) TELEGRAPHIC REPORT NEEDED ON 
OUTCOME OF POSSIBLE APPROACH BY EMBASSY FOR COMMUNICATION 
TO U.S. PUBLISHERS OF SITUATION IN IRAN ATTN; EB/CBA/BP. 
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